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‘Blessed Are the Peacemakers’: 
Fall Convocation to Feature 


International Peacemaker 
By Kathy Clark 

The United Church of Christ’s Southeast Conference, in conjunction with 
the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, is offering a two-day seminar featuring Dr. 
Mark Tamthai as the distinguished leader. The seminar will be offered under the 
auspices of the SEC’s Theology Among the People (TAP) program. 

Dr. Tamthai will lead the two-day seminar beginning October 9. Members 
of UCC and Presbyterian congregation, as well as the general public, are invited 
to participate in all of these events ... 

Dr. Tamthai is the Director of the Institute for the Study of Religion and 
Culture (ISRC) in Chang Mai, Thailand. The mission of the Institute, which was 
established by Payap University in 1996, is “to foster increased mutual 
appreciation and cooperation among the world’s different religious communities 
and to contribute to greater inter-religious and intra-religious understanding of 
all people everywhere.” 

The Institute also serves as a center for research into the religions and 
culture of Thailand and Southeast Asia, which include Buddhism, Christianity, 
and Islam, as well as the indigenous cultures of the hill tribes. The mission of the 
ISRC is carried out through scholarly studies, dialogues, and 
peacemaking/reconciliation activities. 

Earlier this year while traveling in Thailand, several members of the staff 
of the Southeast Conference had an opportunity to meet with Dr. Tamthai and 
his associates where we learned firsthand of the work of the ISRC. As a 
Christian, Dr. Tamthai has been instrumental in fostering Buddhist-Muslim 
dialogue in southern Thailand, an area marked by ongoing tension and violence. 

He has served as an ambassador of peace and an agent of conflict 
transformation all over the world. His peacemaking work has taken him to Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines, Myanmar, and to southern Thailand, where there is a 
significant Muslim insurgency. His extensive knowledge and understanding of 


peacemaking and reconciliation, along with his widespread experience, make him 
an excellent presenter and discussion leader. 

Dr. Tamthai will be in the Southeast Conference from October 4-13 as a 
participant in the Presbyterian USA International Peacemakers Program. He will 
visit Presbyterian congregations throughout the Atlanta area and will preach at 
Pleasant Hill Community United Church of Christ on October 8. 

... The Southeast Conference received a grant this year from the Richard 
and Helen Brown Endowment Fund to fund a fall convocation for the continuing 
education of clergy and lay leaders on the topic of peacemaking and conflict 
transformation. 


What the Conference Brings to You 


Dear Friends, 

Well, I heard it again ... the question was “what on earth is a conference 
good for?” 

It brought to my mind a comment made to me some years ago by the 
chair of a commission committee of one of our churches: “I support mission, not 
bureaucracy, so I see no need to support the Conference.” 

It is true that some of the work of a conference is not glamorous: the 
daily administration, the pastoral presence to clergy and congregations, assisting 
congregations in various crises and transition, and providing support to search 
committees. However, our Southeast Conference is much more than these 
things. 

It has been wonderfully reshaped in recent years by a vision of what is 
possible for the churches of the United Church of Christ in this part of the United 
States. We have resolved that this conference will be committed to “growing 
congregations, equipping leadership, and nurturing covenant.” 

In addition to providing resources to strengthen churches that wish to 
grow through the exciting work of Cameron Trimble, we have recognized that we 
need excellent lay and ordained leadership for those congregations. 

Through Kathy Clark and the TAP program, as well as classes taught by 
each of the Conference staff, we have undertaken a long-term commitment to 
identifying and supporting the leadership our congregations need. 

In the end, each setting of the church, local congregations, conferences, 
and the national church, we need one another in order to faithfully proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in our place and time. Local congregations are the faces, 
hands, and hearts of the United Church of Christ. 

The Conference is the presence of the denomination to local 
congregations, the vessel of many of the resources the congregations need to 
thrive, and the glue that binds us together in covenant. 

The national church is the way in which we remain in mission across the 
nation, and around the globe. Each partner in this family of faith is essential to 
the others. I cherish each partner. Each has an indispensable role. I consider it 


an honor and privilege to be at the core of the covenant of our church as I serve 
as your Conference Minister. 

Peace, 

Timothy C. Downs 

Conference Minister 


News and Announcements 


The Alabama-Tennessee Association announces its fall meeting, October 20-21, 
featuring as keynoter the former President of the UCC, Dr. Paul Sherry. Dr. 
Sherry is currently coordinating the Let Justice Roll living wage campaign of the 
National Council of Churches. The meeting will be held at Pleasant Hill 
Community UCC, Pleasant Hill, Tennessee. In addition to the program led by Dr. 
Sherry, there will be an Ecclesiastical Council to consider Susan Rice for 
ordination. Registration materials will arrive in the mail shortly. 


The Georgia-South Carolina Association has announced its Annual Meeting, 
October 14 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The theme is “Equipping the Saints for 
Ministry.” The program will be held at Virginia-Highland Church in Atlanta. In 
addition to encouraging congregations to share the ways in which they are 
“equipping ministry,” we will have leadership from the Rev. Kathy Clark and the 
Rev. Cameron Trimble. Hold the date, and look for registration materials! 


The East Alabama-West Georgia Association announces its Annual Meeting, to be 
held at Oak Grove Congregational Christian Church, UCC, in Pine Mountain, 
Georgia on October 21 from 8:45 a.m. until noon. The agenda is being 
developed, and nominations are being sought. 


The Leadership Development Workshops continue this fall. The workshops 
continue to ... receive rave reviews ... Upcoming workshops at the Conference 
offices in Atlanta include “I-Tools for Today’s Leaders” (September 29-30), “Basic 
Church Administration” (October 20-21), and “Self Care: Healthy Ministry” 
(November 17-18). 


We have received a check from Talladega College in the amount of $1,354.00 in 
memory of Milton Hurst. This was taken at a collection at the Conference Annual 
Meeting. 


Pilgrim Congregational UCC in Chattanooga, First United UCC in Nashville and 
Central Congregational UCC in Atlanta are each engaged in searches for interim 
ministers. Brookmeade Congregational UCC, Nashville, continues in its search for 
a called pastor. 


Midway Congregational UCC in Midway, Georgia has called Tewana Lecounte as 
their pastor. 


Congratulations to our “five-for-five” congregations, those who participate in all 
of the UCC offerings, Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) Basic Support, 
Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of Sharing and the 
Christmas Fund. The churches are: 

United Church, Huntsville, Alabama 

First Congregational Christian UCC, Montgomery, Alabama 

Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta 

Church of the Savior, Roswell, Georgia 

First United Church, UCC, Belvidere, Tennessee 

Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Chattanooga 

United Church, Cookeville, Tennessee 

Community Church UCC, Pleasant Hill, Tennessee. 


Holy Trinity Community Church, UCC, in Nashville, is the newest host of a TAP 
(Theology Among the People) class. They started the class in September and are 
opening it to members of all UCC, Alliance of Baptists, and Disciples churches in 
Nashville. 


Associate Conference Minister 
Bennie Liggins Resigns Position 


Bennie Liggins, who has served the Southeast Conference as associate 
conference minister for new church development for seven years, has submitted 
his resignation from the position, citing the need for more time to do the job of 
developing Unity United Church of Christ, a new church start in Montgomery, 
Alabama, of which he is the pastor. The Rev. Liggins will continue to serve the 
Conference as a consultant for new church development and congregational 
renewal. 

In his letter of resignation, the Rev. Liggins noted his appreciation for his years 
on Conference staff, and indicated that he looks forward to his continuing 
relationship of service to the Conference. 

“Bennie is one of the most effective new church developers in the United 
Church of Christ,” said Conference Minister Tim Downs. “I am deeply grateful for 
his years of ministry with the Conference. He has left an indelible mark on the 
life of our conference. I look forward to a continuing relationship with him.” 

Cameron Trimble, Minister for New Church Development and Evangelism, 
added, “I am blessed to have a colleague of Bennie’s caliber. His exceptional 
skills have laid the strong foundation upon which we will continue to build new 
churches in the Conference. I am grateful for his vision, passion and friendship. I 
look forward to continuing to work with him.” 


The Rev. Liggins’ resignation and shift to a consulting role was effective as 
August 1. 


EAST TENNESSEE CONGREGATION 
EXAMINES ITS CORE VALUES 
DURING SEASON OF GROWTH: 
Church of the Savior 


Initiates Visioning Process 


By Karen Nickell 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Church of the Savior (COS) has experienced exciting 
growth in member numbers, program within the church, and community 
involvement throughout East Tennessee. We are fortunate to have a 
congregation full of talented, passionate, and dedicated members who regularly 
put their faith into action. 

Our community action takes many forms including refugee sponsorship 
and relocation, care for the homeless and poor, housing and support for the 
FISH food pantry, providing building space for various community organizations, 
international hunger and crisis relief, care and advocacy for the environment, tax 
reform and other non-partisan political involvement, peace advocacy, and 
grassroots community efforts, both locally and abroad. 

This “faith in action” approach at COS is one of the reasons the church 
has steadily grown, especially over the last five years. One of the blessings of 
that growth is the tremendous increase in the number of children who are now 
part of our congregation. We now have more than 50 children attending COS! 
We have added a part-time education coordinator and a part-time youth director 
to our staff to help keep up with the needs of these most precious people, who 
represent the future of the church. 

The continuing growth of the church and desire to be intentional about 
guiding the direction of that growth led us to the Rev. Cameron Trimble, Minister 
of Evangelism and Church Development for the Southeast Conference of the 
United Church of Christ. 

Our pastor, the Rev. John Bluth Gill, the general board of COS, and two 
past presidents participated in a visioning process with the Rev. Trimble on 
August 18 and 19. The Rev. Trimble guided us through exercises to name and 
reconnect with the church's core values, thus helping us determine what we can 
do while experiencing this growth to remain true to what calls us to membership 
at COS. 

Growth means change, and change often instills fear, and many of us 
expressed that fear at the beginning of the weekend. However, by the end of our 


time with the Rev. Trimble, we realized that we can nurture and guide that 
growth and still maintain the core values that draw us to COS. 

We left the meeting feeling invigorated and excited and looking forward to 
being active participants in the writing of the next chapter of the COS journey. 

If your church would like to engage in a visioning process or wants help 
researching ways to advertise your presence within your community, call the 
Rev. Trimble at the Conference office. She and the SEC’s Church Renewal Team 
will guide you through the process of creating or sharpening your vision, 
developing a short- and long-term strategic plan and equipping the church with 
the tools needed to move towards realizing God’s vision for your church. 

You can reach the Rev. Cameron Trimble at ctrimble@secucc.org or by 
calling (800) 807-1993. 

Karen Nickell is Church of the Savior’s congregation president. 


Concerns and Celebrations 


We were saddened at the news of the death of Erston Butterfield, who 
served as the superintendent of the Southeast Convention of the Congregational 
Christian Churches shortly before it merged into the Southeast Conference of the 
UCC. Erston, who was 87, died on July 31. He is remembered as a leader in this 
conference in challenging times, and a person of an indomitable and hopeful 
spirit. He was a retirement of Uplands Retirement Village. 

Joe Boone, a courageous leader for civil rights in the city of Atlanta, died 
in July. He has served as pastor of Rush Memorial Congregational UCC in Atlanta. 
His funeral was attended by many with whom he had served, including Atlanta 
mayor Shirley Franklin. 

Budd Friend-Jones, who has served as pastor of Central Congregational 
UCC in Atlanta for 10 years, announced that he has accepted a call to serve as 
pastor of First Congregational UCC in Crystal Lake, Illinois, outside Chicago. His 
last Sunday at Central was September 17. 

We are pleased to announce, belatedly, that Ellen Dunn and Kimberly 
Parker have been hired to direct the youth ministries of Central Congregational 
UCC in Atlanta. Both Kimberly and Ellen are students-in-care and members of 
Central. 

Litton Marks, who served as command chaplain in Iraq, a member of First 
Congregational UCC in Atlanta, has returned to Fort Monroe, Virginia. He looks 
forward to retirement in 2007. 

Elizabeth Clement, a member of First Congregational UCC in Atlanta, has 
announced that she has accepted a position with the Fund for Theological 
Education in Atlanta, as regional director for calling congregations. She leaves 
her position with Faith and the City. 

Tewana Lecounte, a recent graduate of Candler School of Theology, has 
accepted the call as pastor of Midway Congregational UCC in Midway, Georgia. 
She will be seeking authorization for ministry in the UCC. 


Khette Cox, a member of Pilgrim Congregational UCC in Chattanooga, 
begins her first semester at Vanderbilt Divinity School this fall. 

Jennifer Crane Moss, chaplain with Alive Hospice in Nashville and a 
member of Brookmeade Congregational UCC in Nashville, announced that she 
has been honored by an invitation to the College of Pastoral Leaders, affiliated 
with the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 

Tom Eckert, pastor of the United Church of Cookeville (UCC) in 
Tennessee, began radiation for cancer of the throat in August, and is confident in 
a good prognosis. 


Conference Staff Leads a UCC 
History and Polity Summer Intensive 


Seventeen ministers and seminarians gathered this summer for a UCC 
History and Polity course led by the Conference staff in July and August. The 
class took place in two three-day segments and was open to clergy seeking to be 
authorized for ministry by the United Church of Christ as well as those exploring 
the UCC. 

The course offered an overview of the history of the UCC, its governance 
and structure, its practices in worship and local church life, and its experiences of 
the emerging church. One of the class remarked, “The Conference staff did a 
great job of putting this class together. The knowledge ... that the staff 
possesses is impressive. I am proud to be a part of this conference.” 

More than a class, the group came to see itself as a community of 
pilgrims. One participant noted, “Rarely have I come into a room filled with 
apparent strangers, and so quickly felt like we were friends: even though we 
have all come from such varied backgrounds and experiences within the church, 
we seem to share a common language as our paths have brought us toward the 
UCC, with a desire to find our own stories of life and vocation within the 
unfolding story of this denomination.” 

The students came from many traditions, including non-denominational, 
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Metropolitan Community Church, and 
Disciples, as well as the UCC. They were drawn to the United Church of Christ by 
its inclusivity, love for justice, and its bent toward Christian unity. A number are 
excited by the prospect of serving as new church developers. Others are drawn 
to chaplaincy, pastoral ministry and teaching. 

This history and polity class, which is taught at least once and sometimes 
twice a year, has become an important way in which seminarians and clergy 
from other traditions or no traditions explore whether the UCC is the 
“denomination of their heart.” 

One of the class participants reflecting on the phrase “all are welcome at 
this table” wrote, “I want to feast at Christ’s table with all God’s children. I want 
to try new foods that will reveal Christ ... I want to stand in the kitchen and 


argue about recipes ... I want to learn new dishes and share recipes that have 
been sacred to ... my family. I want to know Christ through sitting at the table 
where everyone has a voice and contributes to the feast. I want to know that all 
are welcome in the kitchen (too)!” 

The class itself was not only a table, but it was a kitchen where a 
community of learners came together to “taste and see,” and who marveled at 
the feast that was brought to the table. 


If you are Looking to Renew a Sense 
of Stewardship and Generosity in Your 


Congregation, Call Us! 
By Nancy Chorpenning 

ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Georgia — For more than a decade, people from the 
four UCC conferences that comprise the Southern Region of the United Church of 
Christ gathered each spring for training and reflection around issues of 
stewardship and faithful giving within the lives of their congregations. 

At the Regional Stewardship Consultation, which took place this year on 
St. Simons Island in May, the delegation from the Southeast Conference decided 
that this was a season in which we needed to develop a trained group of 
stewardship consultants who would be available to all of our congregations to 
help them strengthen their sense of community, improve their communication, 
heighten their commitments, and encourage them to reach for the challenge of 
faithful giving. 

The United Church of Christ has an excellent resource entitled Inspiring 
Generosity, which is designed to help congregations walk through all aspects of 
stewardship, reminding us that stewardship is the caring for all of life, beginning 
with ourselves, and extending to our congregations, their ministries, and the 
world around us. 

We are announcing the formation of a stewardship associates program; 
that is, the training of a group of experienced leaders prepared to visit 
congregations and help them develop stewardship programs. We are looking for 
a few good men and women who would like to be trained as stewardship 
associates and who are prepared to visit congregations across the Conference to 
share strategies for effective and faithful stewardship. 

If you find yourself quoting shamelessly from Inspiring Generosity, excited 
about building and supporting the ministries of the United Church of Christ 
through your church, and throughout the greater church, you could be a 
candidate as a stewardship associate. The first gathering of the stewardship 
associates will take place in Atlanta on Saturday, November 18, 10:30 a.m. until 
3 p.m. 


If your congregation needs help in evaluating and developing its life as a 
community of stewards, contact us at SA@secucc.org, and we will find a leader 
to consult with you and help you develop a faithful response ... 


Bringing Church Vitality 
to the Southeast Conference 


By Rev. Cameron Trimble 

“Where there is no hope in the future, there is no power in the presence,” 
John Maxwell told a crowded room of church pastors. 

I remember sitting in that crowded room six years ago, surrounded by 
colleagues just as overwhelmed and unsure of themselves as I. We were new 
church start pastors in a workshop about the basics of leadership. His statement 
caught me off guard. Where there is no hope in the future, there is no power in 
the presence. Yes! His words struck a chord of truth for me. 

My church—which had been a new church start four years before—had 
reached a plateau some months ago. We could not name exactly why, but 
church was feeling like “work.” The people were tired, we weren't growing like 
we had the previous four years and worship felt strangely numb, like Jesus had 
found a better church down the street and silently slipped out the back when we 
were not looking. 

“What was wrong?” we asked. “Had we forgotten our mission? Were we 
doing too much? Were my sermons just not as powerful as they had once been? 
Maybe we weren't praying enough, or giving enough or sharing enough.” 

I now know of so many churches who struggle in the same ways that m 
church did back in 2000. Churches have natural life cycles that can wash over us 
if we are not watching for slight changes in the ebb and flow of the community. 
Over time, worship can become too easy, our sermons too comfortable. People 
come and go but no one asks why. And before we know it, our church has 
reached a plateau of complacency. 

But our UCC churches do not have to travel this road if we practice 
diligence in awareness and planning ahead. 

Has your church done a strategic plan in the past five years? If not, it is 
time. 

Has your church reviewed and renewed its vision and mission to which 
God has called it? If not, it is time. 

Has your church looked outside its walls to make sure that the 
demographic on the inside match the demographic on the outside? If not, it is 
time. 

Church vitality depends upon us paying attention to the ebb and flow of 
God’s movement in our communities and our world. Luckily for my church, we 
caught a new wave. 


Your Conference staff is eager to help your church manage the natural 
changes in the life of your congregation. We are trained to consult and lead you 
through the ins and outs of strategic planning. We can help you articulate a 
compelling vision, design updated logos and print/web media to reach out to 
your community, and coach pastors as they navigate the sometimes confusing, 
often challenging, waters of church development and change. 

Through our TAP program, we can help you develop strong lay leaders 
trained with sensitivity to theological thinking and sacred leadership. 

Do you need help managing your church finances? We can connect you 
with our Conference accountant who will gladly provide that assistance you 
need. 

We have “far more than we could ask or imagine” in the Southeast 
Conference. Many of our churches are vibrant and growing. Many more can 
become so. If your church would like to look at resources for renewal, call the 
Rev. Cameron Trimble at (404) 607-1993 or email her at ctrimble@secucc.org. 


CONFERENCE CALENDAR 


September 26 
Georgia-South Carolina Association Executive Committee, Conference Office, 
Atlanta 


September 29-30 
Leadership Development Workshop: i-Tools for Today’s Leaders, Conference 
Office, Atlanta 


October 2-4 
Council of Conference Ministers, Cleveland, Ohio 


October 5-6 
Council of Conference Ministers Advisory Committee on New Church 
Development, Cleveland, Ohio 


October 8 
Dr. Mark Tamthai visits, Community UCC, Pleasant Hill, Tennessee 


October 9-10 
Convocation on Peacemaking with Dr. Mark Tamthai, Church of the Savior, 
Roswell, Georgia 


October 13-14 
Georgia-South Carolina Association Annual Meeting; Georgia-South Carolina 
Church and Ministry Committee, Virginia-Highland Church, Atlanta 


October 15 
Service of reception into the UCC, Garden of Grace, Columbia, South Carolina 


October 18 
Southeast Conference staff meeting, Conference Office, Atlanta 


October 19 
Ecumenical gathering of Atlanta-area judicatories, Central Congregational, 
Atlanta 


October 20 
Alabama-Tennessee Church and Ministry Committee, Community UCC, Pleasant 
Hill, Tennessee 


October 20-21 
Alabama-Tennessee Association Fall Meeting, Community UCC, Pleasant Hill, 
Tennessee 


October 28 
Southeast Conference Constitution and Bylaws Committee, Conference Office, 
Atlanta 
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The preceding was a transcription from the original publication, except 
for photographs and associated captions. Neither the original nor the 
transcription are copyrighted or have rights reserved; they are in the 

public domain for free use. Copies of the original may be obtained from 

the Southeast Conference office. 


This transcription was recorded on November 4, 2013 by Mike Stroud, 


director of Project 66-16, an initiative to record, compile and write the 
history of the Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
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